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Purposes

APNIC 18 was held successfully as one of the tutorial and conference tracks in NADI, Fiji between 30th Aug. and 3rd Sep. The meeting included APNIC training, tutorials, Special Interest Groups (SIGs), Birds of Feather sessions (BOFs), hostmaster consultations, the APNIC Member Meeting, and a social event. The purposes of participation were to exchange recently information of TWNIC to NIRs, discuss new proposals of resource policy with community, know new technical information, as well as to establish further strong relationship with APNIC and NIRs. 
Conference and SIG discussion
TWNIC participated many sessions such as NIR system BOF, NIR workshop, NIR SIG, IPv6 SIG, Policy SIG, Database SIG, NIR training BOF, NIR policy process BOF, APNIC Member Meeting and social event, as well as be an observer in CEO meeting which was the first time held in APNIC Open Policy Meeting. 

NIR System BOF:
The meeting was held on Tuesday, Sep. 1st, at 16:00 - 17:00. We had two issues for discussion, one was presented by APNIC staff Terry, APNIC / NIR perspective of the new DNS generation system, the other topic is APNIC Registry System Update.
APNIC has scheduled about implementation of APNIC new DNS generation system. We still concerned about the impact of the new DNS database for reverse zone file generation. APNIC also could provide XML interface for DNS zone file updated. It will be implemented on end of Nov, 2004.
The registry system is being developed by APNIC. This updated program will base on XML and client/server structure, but E-mail will be supported in the new registry system as usual. 
NIR Workshop:
The meeting was held after NIR System BOF. There are several presentations in the session. Two major topics were prepared by APNIC, large IPv6 allocation and NIR IPv4 requests, which clarified the criteria of application on IPv6 and IPv4 for NIRs. TWNIC also contributed a presentation which talked about some cases of membership transfer from APNIC to TWNIC.
Policy SIG:

In Policy SIG, the chair reviewed the action items of pervious proposals firstly. One of action items was proposed by TWNIC’s member, SeedNet, at APNIC17 OPM, the progress of the proposal was calling for volunteers for a working group to review xDSL/Cable guideline. There were two major issues had being discussed in SIG. One was “application of HD ratio to IPv4”. The topic didn’t make consensus after plentiful discussions, but it opened a new action that is going to search for APNIC and NIRs assistance to survey the needed information. The other was “expansion of IPv6 initial allocation”, it had met a consensus to accept the idea and is pending approval to APNIC secretariat during next two months.
Database SIG:

In Database SIG, APNIC reported acting items according to APNIC17 consensus. The privacy of customer assignment records action is going to be implemented on the end of this season, the protecting historical records program will be executed on Dec 2004 as well. 
NIR SIG:

In NIR SIG, David Chen from TWNIC and Izumi from JPNIC were elected as NIR co-chairs. We were very glad to have the opportunity to contribute our time and more effort for NIR community. 

There were two proposals from JPNIC and several informational presentations from TWNIC, CNNIC, and KRNIC. The first proposal was to abolish redundant fee charge on subsequent IPv6 allocation. According to most participants understanding the key point, the issue was reached consensus quickly. The second topic was proposed to change NIR fee structure due to per-address fee charging. The idea is quite a controversial issue, so it raised a lot opinions and discussions. Finally, it didn’t reach consensus, and need more information and well defined fee structure plan.

 Therefore NIR SIG decided to form a working group to review current NIR fee structure not focus on NIR per-address fee. Due to the second proposal plentiful discussion, the rest of informational presentations were not presented details in the meeting. However, we could find all the materials in APNIC Web site for reference.
APNIC Member Meeting (AMM):

The majority purpose of AMM is to finalize each SIG’s conclusion, and take a vote to seek all attendee’s consensus on each proposal which had been reached consensus in each SIG. In addition, it will review the progresses of all the acting items and seek further pinions for running progress.
What we have learned


APNIC has formed several SIGs seeking opinions and proposals from members and each reached consensus by SIGs need to be taken a vote to confirm in AMM. Then, APNIC secretariat follows up each acting items which is made by AMM to track each proposal progress. The decision model is open from members to form Internet policy. Members have been authorized to make proposals to update Internet policy; on the other hand, it is obligate for members to follow the policy. The model of policy come out processes is quite often in common use. Therefore, the majority effect and contribution on Internet policy is based on members’ participation, furthermore members would be have some benefits from the Internet resource policy.  

Simultaneously, the decision model is quite suit for Internet behavior. Internet’s architecture is open as well. Internet gathers together with country, organization and individual, it’s hardly to separate from the Internet. Thus, there is a regulation in Internet organization which steers the international standard, ordinary rule or convention and consensus from members’ opinions or suggestions from all over the world. 

APNIC (Asia Pacific Network Information Center) as a regional Internet Registry is an international organization which is taking charge of allocating Internet resource. Significantly, APNIC as a RIR member is also following the policy which button up from Internet users. Basically, the members of APNIC join the procedure of forming policy and make the decision according to the model, it shows that members’ right on decision and influence.

TWNIC as a National Internet Registry (NIR) is responsible for making domestic Internet resource allocation and management. It’s an obligate to be a NIR to follow with Internet resource policy. According to technical innovation and diversity industrial development issues in each country, the Internet resource policy should be updated or revised in order to adjust the current Internet trend. So members might participate in APNIC Open Policy Meeting (OPM) which is held twice in a year to propose new technology or suggestions what most members actually requirement are. 

There are several special interest groups (SIGs) in APNIC OPM. It comprises policy, database, IPv6 technical, Internet eXchange, NIR, routing and DNS SIGs. Depending on requirements or issues, APNIC will establish working group or bird of feather (BOF) to support SIG’s discussion. Therefore, member prepare on special topics in advance would make deeply effect on Internet Resource Policy and get sufficiently Internet resource following policy for their own Internet development in their country.

Currently, TWNIC refers to APNIC OPM making policy process model, and holds TWNIC OPM twice in a year for Taiwan domestic ISP members and Internet end users. The purposes of TWNIC OPM are to integrate ISP’s opinions on the processes of request Internet resource and to reach the consensus on technical requirement. After making consensus or conclusion, TWNIC will submit proposals in relative SIG to reflect the reached consensus from Taiwan’s ISP. Thus, TWNIC OPM is eagerly encouraging domestic ISP to participate the meeting to discover and discuss relative Internet issues, so as to grain the most participation and benefit for Taiwan in international organization.
Suggestions

TWNIC could encourage more IPv6 technical issues to submit proposal or informational presentation at IPv6 SIG.

TWNIC should set a long term strategy of attendance for APNIC OPM including the scheme of SIG development and the allowance for ISP’s participation. 

